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PREFACE 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Members  of  the  Council  of  the 
Borough  of  Carmarthen. 

I beg  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  ended  31st 
December,  1954. 

The  lack  of  housing  accommodation  continued  to  be  a major 
problem,  though  the  erection  of  non-traditional  houses  by  the 
speed  of  their  erection  helped  considerably  towards  seeing  the 
end  of  this  problem.  This  in  no  way  means  that  the  Council  are 
nearing  the  end  of  their  housing  problem,  as  the  next  step  will  be 
to  deal  with  the  many  houses  in  the  Borough  which  are  unfit  for 
human  habitation  and  coming  within  the  scope  of  Slum  Clearance 
as  outlined  by  the  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government.  This 
latter  problem  will  be  no  easy  task  as  it  seems  to  me  the  rate  of 
Slum  Clearance  must  of  necessity  be  governed  by  the  rent  of  new 
housing  accommodation.  In  fact  I can  see  the  present  high  level 
of  rents  and  their  continual  increase  a very  real  factor  in  preventing 
Slum  Clearance  taking  place,  even  though  such  a procedure  is  not 
only  desirable,  but  is  long  overdue  in  many  parts  of  the  town. 

The  health  of  the  town  remained  at  a satisfactory  level  throughout 
the  year,  and,  with  the  exception  of  a small  outbreak  of  Whooping 
Cough  and  an  outbreak  of  Dysentery  in  certain  schools  in  the  town, 
there  were  no  untoward  outbreaks  of  infectious  disease. 

It  is  most  pleasing  to  record  that,  although  there  was  a slight 
increase  in  the  birth-rate  only  one  infant  death  occurred  (last  year 
there  were  six)  and  there  was  no  maternal  death. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  whereas  there  were  no  deaths  from 
Pneumonia  this  year,  ten  years  ago  there  were  seven  deaths — this 
gives  an  indication  of  the  effectiveness  of  antibiotic  drugs  in  the 
treatment  of  this  disease. 

There  was  a considerable  decrease  in  the  number  of  cases  of 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  notified  as  compared  with  the  previous 
year  (ten  as  compared  with  twenty-six).  This  is  very  gratifying 
and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  this  trend  will  continue  in  the  years  to 
come. 

In  my  report  I have  drawn  attention  to  the  water  supply  of  the 
Borough  and  now  that  the  Consultant’s  report  is  to  hand  I trust  that 
the  Council  will  give  it  their  urgent  consideration. 
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I wish  to  gratefully  acknowledge  the  work  carried  out  by  my 
staff,  and  to  thank  the  Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee 
and  the  Council  for  the  whole-hearted  manner  in  which  they  have 
supported  me. 

I wish  to  thank  my  colleagues  and  their  staff  for  their  continued 
support  and  help. 


I am, 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

ELFYN  T.  JONES, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  COMMITTEE 
Members 

His  Worship  the  Mayor  (Councillor  J.  J.  Lewis)  ; Aldermen 
C.  W.  Griffiths,  John  Jenkins,  J.  O.  Morgans,  T.  J.  Thomas  ; Coun- 
cillors G.  S.  Davies,  W.  Davies,  D.  D.  Harries,  D.  Jenkins,  E.  John, 
M.  E.  Clifford  Jones,  I.  Idwal  Jones,  H.  Morgan,  Mrs.  M.  M.  Mitchell, 
J.  Murray. 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 

The  Carmarthen  Urban  District  Authority  is  comprised  of  the 
Parish  of  St.  Peter’s  and  is  5,223  acres  in  extent.  As  a result  of 
local  authority  and  private  house  construction  the  area  is  now 
essentially  an  urban  one  although  the  outskirts  of  the  town  still 
remain  essentially  rural  in  character. 

Population,  Rateable  Value,  etc. 

The  estimated  mid-year  Home-Population  given  by  the  Registrar- 
General  for  1954  is  11,870. 

The  number  of  inhabited  dwellings  at  the  end  of  the  year  according 


to  the  Rate  Book  : — 

Houses  3364 

Hutted  Camps  8 


The  rateable  value  of  the  Borough  is  £70,604  and  the  sum  repre- 
sented by  a penny  rate  is  £280. 

Social  Conditions 

Carmarthen  is  a very  old  borough  ; it  is  the  county  town  of 
Carmarthenshire  and  is  an  agricultural  centre.  Due  to  its 
geographical  situation,  it  is  the  hub  of  the  county  and  an  important 
centre,  especially  from  a road  communication  point  of  view.  Further- 
more, it  has  become  the  main  agricultural  marketing  centre  for 
West  Wales.  The  modern  cattle  market,  opened  on  1st  April,  1952, 
is  now  well-known  throughout  the  country,  and  since  the  area  has 
been  des  gnated  as  being  free  from  bovine  tuberculosis,  only  attested 
cattle  are  sold  in  this  market.  Each  year  the  number  of  pros- 
pective buyers  at  this  market  appears  to  increase,  and  it  is  fast 
becoming  one  of  the  foremost  cattle  markets  in  the  country.  The 
main  marketing  day  is  a Wednesday,  but  frequently  marts  are  also 
held  on  Thursdays,  and  on  occasions  special  marts  are  held  on  other 
days.  An  additional  feature  of  the  cattle  market  is  a store  cattle 
mart  and  also  a mart  for  sheep,  pigs  and  calves,  which  is  held  on  a 
site  adjoining  the  new  cattle  market,  but  nevertheless,  totally 
separate  from  it. 

From  its  geographical  situation,  and  particularly  due  to  its 
predominant  agricultural  outlook,  Carmarthen  does  not  appear  to 
attract  industrial  development.  Any  industrial  development  must 
of  necessity  be  associated  with  agriculture, hence  the  large  milk 
factory  of  the  Dried  Milk  Products,  Ltd.,  established  within  the 
Borough  boundary.  This  factory  receives  from  the  surrounding 
farms  on  an  average  40,000  gallons  of  milk  daily.  For  six  months 
of  the  year  this  milk  is  manufactured  into  the  Dried  Milk  Products 
and  Sterilized  Tinned  Milk,  and  for  the  other  six  months  it  is  trans- 
ported to  the  South  Wales  Valleys  and  London  as  liquid  milk.  Not 
only  is  this  industry  a well  established  one  but  it  appears  to  be 
expanding. 
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The  main  occupations  are  associated  with  agriculture,  the  railway, 
shop  assistants,  clerical  work,  garage  workers  and  commercial 
travellers.  There  are  a few  mine-workers  living  in  the  Borough  who 
work  outside  the  area. 


Vital  Statistics 

Total. 

M. 

F. 

Birth  rate  per 
1,000  estimated 
home  population. 

Live  (Legitimate) 

....  155 

82 

731 

13.48 

Births  (Illegitimate) 

5 

3 

2/ 

To  compare  the  crude  birth-rate  of  different  areas  would  give  an 
erroneous  impression,  and  such  factors  as  average  age  of  the 
population,  proportion  of  sexes,  etc.,  must  be  taken  into  account. 
The  Registrar-General  provides  us  with  a factor  which  assists  in 
converting  the  crude  birth-rate  into  a standardised  birth-rate 
which  is  more  efficient  for  comparison  purposes.  The  factor  given  is 
0.99  and  the  standardised  birth-rate  hence  becomes  13.34. 

Birth-rate  comparison  with  that  for  England  and] Wales 


Birth-rate. 

Borough  of  Carmarthen  13.34 

England  and  Wales  15.2 

Rate  per  1,000 
(Live  and  Still 

Total.  M.  F.  Births). 

Still  Births  8 3 5 47.62 


The  Still-Birth  rate  per  1,000  Home  Population — 0.67. 

For  comparison  purposes  with  the  still-birth  rates  in  other  areas 
the  rate  of  47.62  per  1,000  total  (Live  and  Still  Births)  becomes 
47.14  and  the  rate  of  0.67  per  1,000  estimated  home  population 
becomes  0.66,  i.e.,  after  taking  into  account  the  comparability 
factor  given  by  the  Registrar-General. 


Still-Birth  rate  comparison  with  that  for  England  and  Wales 

Still-Birth  rate  per 
1,000  Total  (Live 
and  Still)  Births. 


Borough  of  Carmarthen  47.14 

England  and  Wales  23.4 
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Rate  per  1,000 
estimated  home 

Total. 

M. 

F. 

population. 

Deaths 

212 

94 

118 

17.86 

To  compare  the  crude  death-rate  of  different  areas  would  given  an 
erroneous  impression,  and  such  factors  as  average  age  of  the  popula- 
tion, proportion  of  sexes,  etc.,  must  be  taken  into  account.  The 
Registrar-General  provides  us  with  a factor  which  assists  in  con- 
verting the  crude  death-rate  into  a standardised  death-rate  which  is 
more  efficient  for  comparison  purposes.  The  factor  given  is  0.90 
and  the  standardised  death-rate  hence  becomes  16.07. 

Death-Rate  comparison  with  that  for  England  and  Wales 


Borough  of  Carmarthen 16.07 

England  and  Wales  11.3 

Infant  Mortality 

Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  (M.  1; 

F.  0) 1 

Live  births  during  the  year  (Legitimate  and 

Illegitimate)  160 

Death  rate  of  all  infants  per  1,000  live  births  6.25 

Death  rate  of  Legitimate  infants  per  1,000 

Legitimate  live  births  6.45 

Death  rate  of  Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000 

Illegitimate  live  births  0.00 

On  taking  into  account  the  comparability  factor  of  0.90  provided 


by  the  Registrar-General  which  enables  a comparison  of  the  death- 
rate  in  the  Borough  with  that  in  other  areas  to  be  made,  the  death- 
rate  of  infants  under  the  age  of  one  year  in  the  Borough  becomes 
5.62. 

Comparison  of  Infant  Mortality  Rate  with  that  for  England  and  Wales 


Borough  of  Carmarthen  5.62 

England  and  Wales  25.5 

Cause  of  Infant  Death 

Prematurity  1 


Age  at  which  Infant  death  occurred — 2 days. 

Maternal  Deaths 

No  maternal  deaths  occurred  during  the  year. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATHS,  1954 


Causes  of  Deaths. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Death  rate 
per  1,000 
Home 
Population. 

Tuberculosis  (Respiratory)  

3 

1 

4 

0.3370 

Tuberculosis  (Other) 

— 

1 

1 

0.0842 

Syphilitic  disease  

— 

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough  

— 

— 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  infections 

— ■ 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— • 

— 

Measles 

— 

— 

— 



Other  infective  and  parasitic 
diseases 

1 

1 

0.0842 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

3 

3 

6 

0.5055 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung, 
bronchus 

4 

4 

0.3370 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  

— 

7 

7 

0.5897 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 
neoplasms 

4 

4 

8 

0.6740 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

— 

— 



. 

Diabetes  

— 

— 



' 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous 
system 

6 

23 

29 

2.4431 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

17 

14 

31 

2.6116 

Hypertension  with  heart 
disease 

1 

1 

0.0842 

Other  heart  disease 

25 

30 

55 

4.6335 

Other  circulatory  disease 

9 

8 

17 

1.4322 

Influenza  

— 

1 

1 

0.0842 

Pneumonia 

— 

— 





Bronchitis 

5 

2 

7 

0.5897 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory 
system 

7 

7 

0.5897 

Ulcer  stomach  and  duodenum 

— 

1 

1 

0.0842 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and 

diarrhoea 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

1 

4 

5 

0.4212 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

1 

— 

1 

0.0842 

Pregnancy,  child-birth, 
abortion 

Congenital  malformations 

— 

— 

— 



Other  defined  and  ill-defined 
diseases 

6 

12 

18 

1.5164 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

— 

_ 



— 

All  other  accidents 

3 

4 

7 

0.5897 

Suicide 



1 

1 

0.0842 

Homicide  and  operations  of 
war  

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

94 

118 

212 

17.86 
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Cancer 

During  the  year  twenty-five  persons  died  from  Cancer.  The 
age  groups  affected  are  as  follows  : — 

40 — 45  years  1 

45 — 50  years  2 

50 — 55  years  „...  2 

55 — 60  years  3 

60 — 65  years  2 

65 — 70  years  6 

70 — 75  years  5 

75  years  and  over 4 

Total  25 

Cancer — Parts  of  the  Body  Involved 

No.  of  cases. 

M.  F.  Total. 

Malignant  neoplasm — stomach  3 3 6 

Malignant  neoplasm — lung,  bronchus  4 — 4 

Malignant  neoplasm — breast — 7 7 

Malignant  neoplasm — uterus — — • — • 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms  4 4 8 

25 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
IN  THE  AREA 

Laboratory  Facilities 

In  the  investigation  and  control  of  infectious  disease  full  use  was 
made  of  the  facilities  available  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
Service  at  Penlan  Road,  Carmarthen. 

Ambulance  Facilities 

This  service  is  under  the  control  of  the  County  Council,  and 
the  Station  in  the  Borough  of  Carmarthen  is  one  of  the  links  in  the 
County  Scheme  which  serves  the  whole  County. 

Hospital  Accommodation 
Infectious  Diseases 

The  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  is  situated  at  Upper  Tumble, 
Nr.  Llanelly,  and  is  under  the  control  of  the  Regional  Hospital 
Board. 
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General  Hospital  Facilities 

Hospital  facilities  are  available  at  Priory  Street  and  at  Glan- 
gwili,  and  both  hospitals  are  known  as  the  West  Wales  General 
Hospital.  The  hospital  provides  treatment  for  general  medical  and 
surgical  diseases  for  the  whole  of  the  West  Wales  area. 

There  is  still  a need  for  extra  accommodation  for  the  nursing 
of  the  chronic  sick  and  aged.  Bed  facilities  for  such  persons  are 
strictly  limited  and  to  obtain  an  emergency  admission  is  impossible 
due  to  the  large  number  already  on  the  waiting  list  for  admission. 

Maternity 

Considering  the  demand  for  beds  at  the  Maternity  Unit  a satis- 
factory service  was,  on  the  whole,  provided  for  the  inhabitants  of 
the  Borough.  This  Unit  continues  to  admit  all  expectant  mothers 
living  in  hutted  camps  and  those  living  in  unsatisfactory  home 
conditions,  and  their  co-operation  in  this  matter  has  been  much 
appreciated. 

Home  Nursing 

There  is  one  District  Nursing  Association  in  the  Borough  which 
employs  two  full-time  District  Nurses.  Midwifery  work  is  under- 
taken by  Whole-time  Mid  wives  directly  employed  by  the  County 
Council. 

Venereal  Diseases 

The  Regional  Hospital  Board  is  responsible  for  the  treatment  of 
Venereal  Disease.  There  are  no  clinics  in  the  Borough,  the  nearest 
being  at  Llanelly. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

Administration  of  the  Factories  Acts,  1937  and  1948 

Duties  of  the  Sanitary  Authority  under  the  Factories  Acts  have 
been  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  as  part  of  his  routine 
work,  and  a close  liaison  has  been  maintained  with  the  Inspector  of 
Factories. 


PART  I OF  THE  ACT. 

. Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  a®  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors). 
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SAMPLING  OF  WATER  SUPPLIES 

Results  of  samples  taken  during  the  year  are  as  follows  : — 


Source.  Result. 


Borough  Supply  (Municipal  Buildings)  Satisfactory 

Borough  Supply  (Cwmoernant)  Satisfactory 

Borough  Supply  (Cwmtawel  Reservoir)  Satisfactory 

Borough  Supply  (47,  St.  David’s  Avenue)  Satisfactory 

Borough  Supply  (47,  St.  David’s  Avenue)  Satisfactory 

Borough  Supply  (Cwmtawel  Reservoir)  Unsatisfactory 

Borough  Supply  (Municipal  Buildings)  Doubtful 


It  was  again  not  found  necessary  to  abstract  water  from  the 
River  Gwili,  but  I would  once  more  draw  attention  to  the  position  of 
the  water  supply  in  the  Borough.  As  pointed  out  last  year  the 
water  supply  is  so  complex  that  it  is  well  nigh  impossible  to  exert  that 
control  which  is  so  necessary  over  a public  water  supply.  The 
safety  of  the  supply  is  ensured  by  thorough  and  adequate  chlorina- 
tion, which,  though  at  times  gives  rise  to  a chlorine  taste  to  the 
water  does  at  least  obviate  any  risk  from  possible  pollution  at  the 
source. 

It  is  obvious  that  the  Council  will  have  to  consider  how  the 
present  supply  is  to  be  augmented,  the  two  possible  sources  being 
the  Towy  Valley  Scheme  or  the  Gwili.  The  Consulting  Engineers 
to  the  Council  had  the  matter  referred  to  them,  and  I trust  the 
Council  will  give  urgent  consideration  to  their  report  which  has  been 
received. 

The  Borough  Engineer  and  Surveyor  reports  as  follows  : — 

1.  Water  Supply 

(a)  The  water  supply  for  the  whole  area  has  been  satisfactory 
in  quantity. 

(b)  There  has  been  no  evidence  of  contamination  of  any 


source  of  supply. 

(c)  Details  of  water  connections  : — 

Dwelling  houses  (including  hutted  camps)  3206 

Public  water  supply  11221 

Stand-pipe  supply  550 


(d)  Watermains  to  Ring  Road  Extension  No.  3 for  102  houses 
completed.  Extension  for  Park  Hall  Extension  No.  2 for 
131  dwellings  in  course  of  laying. 

A main  scraping  programme  similar  to  previous  years  was  carried 
out,  some  2,000  yards  being  treated,  9in.  supply  main  from  Cwm- 
tawel Reservoir  scraped. 

Chlorination  equipment  works  overhauled  and  augmented  with 
new  equipment. 
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2.  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

Sewers  to  Park  Hall  Extension  No.  2 as  above  for  131  dwellings. 

3.  Housing 

Ring  Road  No.  3 — 102  houses  occupied  December,  1954. 
Hutted  Camps  occupied,  6 — December,  1954. 

The  Park  Hall  No.  3 site  was  in  course  of  erection  by  the  end 
of  the  year. 

4.  Housing  Act,  1949 

No.  of  applications  received  for  Improvement  Grant  7 

No.  of  applications  finally  approved  4 

No.  of  applications  under  consideration  2 

No.  of  applications  withdrawn  1 


Numbers  of  all  eases  of  Infectious  and  other  Notifiable  Diseases  originally  notified  during  the  year  1954,  and  of  the  final 
numbers  according  to  Sex  and  Age  after  Corrections  subsequently  made  either  by  the  Notifying  Medical  Practitioner  or  by 
the  Medical  Superintendent  of  the  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

During  the  year  there  was  a small  epidemic  of  Whooping  Cough. 
The  majority  of  cases  occurred  in  the  age  group  5 to  9 years,  i.e.,  in 
the  early  years  of  school-life  when  a number  of  children  first  come 
pvto  contact  with  more  numerous  members  of  the  general  population. 

An  outbreak  of  Dysentery  of  the  shigella  salmonellae  type 
occurred  at  one  of  the  largest  Primary  Schools  in  the  Borough. 

On  Thursday,  25th  March,  1954,  the  Headteachers  of  the  three 
departments  at  Pentrepoeth  School  (Infants ; Girls  and  Boys) 
telephoned  me  to  state  that  during  the  week  a number  of  children 
had  been  taken  ill  in  school  complaining  of  violent  abdominal  pains 
and  diarrhoea.  At  that  time  no  notification  from  any  general 
practitioner  that  any  child  was  suffering  from  dysentery  had  been 
received.  It  appeared  that  the  Pentrepoeth  Schools  were  the  only 
schools  which  had  this  upheaval.  The  County  School  Medical 
Authorities  were  immediately  contacted  and  the  Canteen  Staff  at 
the  school  were  investigated  bacteriologically  from  the  point  of  view 
of  typhi-salmonella  group  of  organisms. 

The  following  Monday  morning  the  local  Emergency  Public 
Health  Laboratory  was  contacted  and  it  was  found  that  the  cook 
and  the  two  helpers  at  the  Canteen  showed  positive  results  to 
shigella  salmonellae.  The  School  Medical  Authorities  were  im- 
mediately informed  of  this  fact,  and  later  in  the  morning  the  cook 
and  the  two  helpers  were  told  to  cease  work  and  to  report  to  their 
own  doctors  for  treatment.  Later  the  same  morning  the  Deputy 
County  School  Medical  Officer  visited  the  Canteen  and  the  Infants 
Department  of  the  School  was  closed. 

During  the  week  notifications  of  persons  suffering  from  shigella 
salmonellae  dysentery  were  received  from  general  practitioners  in 
the  town.  The  cook  and  the  two  helpers  at  the  Canteen  were 
replaced  by  other  personnel,  and  the  Boys  and  Girls  Departments 
remained  open,  due  it  appeared,  to  the  fact  that  the  entrance 
examination  for  the  Grammar  School  was  to  be  held  on  Friday, 
April  2nd.  This  examination  was  held,  but  children  from  the  Pentre- 
poeth Schools  sat  the  examination  at  the  Pentrepoeth  School  and 
not  at  the  Grammar  School  as  is  the  usual  procedure. 

The  personnel  concerned  with  the  supply  of  meat  and  milk  to  the 
Canteen  were  investigated,  and  bacteriological  examination  showed 
that  all  such  persons  were  negative  to  the  typhi-salmonella  group. 

On  Monday,  5th  April,  the  Deputy  County  School  Medical  Officer 
again  visited  the  Pentrepoeth  Schools,  and  the  Schools  were  closed 
until  after  the  Easter  holidays. 

By  10th  April,  further  notifications  had  been  received,  and  the 
total  number  of  school  children  which  had  then  been  notified  as 
suffering  from  the  disease  was  sixty-eight. 
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The  movements  of  the  cook  and  the  two  helpers  were  carefully 
investigated,  but  how  they  became  infected  could  not  be  elicited. 

The  outbreak  was  mainly  confined  to  the  children  from  this 
School,  but  some  children  at  home  who  were  either  brothers  or  sisters 
of  children  attending  the  School  also  developed  the  disease.  The 
adults  notified  were  either  teachers  at  Pentrepoeth  Schools  or 
parents  of  children  who  had  previously  been  notified.  It  appeared 
obvious  that  the  infection  came  from  the  Canteen  at  the  School,  as  it 
was  an  explosive  outbreak  confined  to  a period  of  a few  days,  and 
related  to  children  fed  from  this  particular  Canteen. 

Diphtheria 

No  case  of  diphtheria  occurred  during  the  year. 

It  would  be  as  well  to  reiterate  my  statement  of  last  year,  namely, 
freedom  from  diphtheria  is  entirely  due  to  the  immunisation  which 
has  taken  place  during  the  past  years,  and  if  the  state  of  immunity  of 
the  child  population  is  permitted  to  fall  then  diphtheria  will  occur 
again.  I cannot  stress  too  strongly  the  need  for  the  immunisation  of 
all  children,  and  also  the  value  of  the  “ booster  ” or  “ re-inforcing  " 
doses  at  five  and  eight  years  of  age. 

Food  Poisoning 

One  isolated  case  of  food  poisoning  occurred  during  the  year,  the 
case  in  question  being  a female  aged  31  years. 

Despite  exhaustive  investigations  the  source  of  origin  of  the 
infection  was  not  found. 

Infantile  Paralysis 

During  the  year  only  one  case  of  infantile  paralysis  occurred,  this 
being  of  the  non-paralytic  type.  The  case  in  question  was  a boy 
aged  five  years  who  was  removed  to  the  West  Wales  Isolation 
Hospital,  Upper  Tumble,  Nr.  Llanelly,  for  treatment  and  made 
an  uninterrupted  recovery. 

IMMUNISATION  AGAINST  DIPHTHERIA 

The  following  statistics  have  been  received  from  the  County 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  relative  to  children  in  the  Borough  im- 
munised during  the  year  : — 

Children  aged  0 — 5 years  who  completed  full  primary  course — 85. 

Children  aged  5 — 15  years  who  completed  full  primary  course — 1 . 

Number  who  received  a *'  re-inforcing  ” injection — 11. 
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SCHOOLS 

The  Local  Education  Authority  is  the  County  Council.  There 
are  6 Primary  Schools  (9  Departments)  and  2 Secondary  Schools 
within  the  Borough. 


Schools  closed  on  account  of  Infectious  Diseases 

The  following  schools  were  closed  during  the  year  : — 


School. 

Disease. 

Period  of  closure. 

Pentrepoeth  Infants 

Dysentery 

30/3/54  to  13/4/54. 

Pentrepoeth  Boys 

do. 

6/4/54  to  13/4/54. 

Pentrepoeth  Girls 

do. 

6/4/54  to  13/4/54. 

TUBERCULOSIS 


9 


25 


o 

H 


<u 

43 


Hi  T3 

^ S 


d 

■af 

0 4J 

P4 


CD 

<N 


05 


CO 


<N 


m 


CO 


ID 


»D 

<N 


O 


u 

0 

43 


CD 

w 

»J 


c/3  CD 
0 

■a« 

0 T3 


CD 


CO 


CO 


00 


CO 


d 

•ab 

C/3  O 
0 4J 

« 


05 

CD 


P 

o 

H 

CD 

42 

P 

H 


0 0 
43  rP 
-M  4^ 

go 

•2  fl 

C/3  0) 

~ s 
0 
O 

3 

£ 

£ 
o 
o 

<D 
CO  £ 

0 £ 
c/3  ^ 

**-*  , 

O u 

0 

S3.$  H 

n bo3 

fc 


' <D 

S3  S 

■§* 
H -+-> 
o £ 

*h  0 
U 4-> 

a 

* ° 
Td  'h 
(D 

<3  CO 
* P pH 

o.o 


CD 


bo 

CD 

ft 


►> 
C5  rco 


3 

O 

> 

0 

J-t 


O 

0 

rO 

B 

3 

& 


C3 


5-. 

d 


T3 
0 
b T3 
o a> 

4->  £ 

£ 5 

H 6 

C/3  0 


0 SL 

bo 

c/3  ^ 

a P 

ID  « 

O 05 

0 

•S-* 

v>  bo 
’«  13 

. bo 

o .5 

O’C 

>9  > 

3 3 

S 

O T3 

§■« 

£ 

C/3 

Cv3 

0 

H 

d 

u 

0 

43 

4-> 

o 

£ 

o 

u 

MH 
C/3 
tH 
0 
*H— ( 

C/3 

C3 

a3 

Lh 


c3 

42 

£ 

P 

ft 


0 


bO 

0 

ft 

0 : 

5 ■ 

grr 

° ID 
bO  05 

.£  ^ 
*£ 


aJ 


d 

s 

O ID 

M 43 

CO  -+-» 

io 

O T3 
hh  a 
O ID 
Lh  0 

_g43 
■2  ^ 
S -M 

S ^ 
£ 


NEW  CASES  OF,  AND  MORTALITY  FROM  TUBERCULOSIS,  1954 
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Rate  per  1,000  Home  Population  of  Notifications  and  Deaths. 


Year. 

Notifications  (New  Cases). 

Deaths. 

. 

1949 

1.91 

0.79 

1950 

2.21 

0.47 

1951 

1.74 

0.33 

1952 

2.27 

0.33 

1953 

2.25 

0.25 

1954 

1.18 

0.42 

During  the  year  14  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  were  notified.  Eight 
of  these  cases  occurred  in  persons  under  the  age  of  45  years,  and 
the  actual  number  of  these  cases  in  their  age  groups  was  as  follows  : — 


15 — 25  years  3 cases. 

25 — 35  years  4 cases. 

35 — 45  years  1 case. 


Hospital  facilities  for  the  treatment  of  persons  suffering  from 
Tuberculosis  is  still  inadequate,  not  so  much  from  the  accom- 
modation point  of  view  but  particularly  from  the  lack  of  nursing 
staff. 

Under  the  Council’s  Housing  Scheme  the  distribution  of  houses 
to  tuberculous  persons  was  still  under  the  control  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health.  Although  the  number  of  such  persons  needing 
housing  accommodation  has  considerably  decreased  (due  to  the 
Council’s  action  in  previous  years)  the  Council  have  decided  to 
maintain  the  principle  so  that  if  such  cases  arise  suitable  action  can 
be  implemented.  Since  the  inception  of  the  scheme  some  twenty- 
three  families  have  been  housed,  and  there  is  no  question  that  the 
provision  of  such  good  housing  conditions  has  greatly  enhanced 
their  convalescence  and  their  return  to  good  health. 

Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949 

The  enforcement  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949,  is 
the  duty  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  but  the  Local 
Authority  carries  out  the  supervision  of  milk  vendors. 

ICE-CREAM 

As  during  the  previous  year  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  Ice-Cream 
in  the  Borough  has  been  carried  out  in  accordance  with  the  Ice- 
Cream  (Heat  Treatment,  etc.)  Regulations,  1947  to  1952.  The 
premises  of  Ice-Cream  retailers  and  manufacturers  are  regularly 
visited  and  supervised,  and  samples  are  taken  to  ascertain  the 
purity  of  the  supplies.  The  results  of  samples  taken  proved  very 
satisfactory. 
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Once  again  I must  draw  attention  to  the  necessity  for  handlers 
of  this  product,  both  wholesalers  and  retailers,  to  maintain  a high 
standard  of  personal  hygiene  and  the  most  scrupulous  cleanliness 
whilst  carrying  out  their  work. 

The  number  of  Ice-Cream  retailers  in  the  Borough  at  the  end  of 
the  year  was  36,  and  there  were  4 Ice-Cream  manufacturers. 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACTS,  1948  and  1951 

Section  47  of  the  1948  Act — Removal  to  suitable  premises  of  persons  in 

need  of  care  and  attention 

During  the  year  one  person  was  removed  under  the  above  Acts. 
She  was  an  aged  lady  who  had  no  visible  means  of  subsistence  and 
was  not  receiving  from  other  persons  proper  care  and  attention. 
However,  I am  pleased  to  report  that  after  a short  period  at  the 
Institution  she  was  offered  a permanent  home  by  her  son,  and 
although  there  was  a Court  Order  in-being  for  her  detention  her 
transference  to  her  son’s  home  was  readily  agreed  to. 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 

GENERAL  SANITATION. 


Nature  of  Visit  or  Inspection.  No.  of  Visits. 

Water  Supplies  7 

Drainage  35 

Offensive  Trades  1 

Tents,  Vans,  Sheds  1 

Bakehouses  7 

Public  Conveniences  ....  12 

Refuse  Collection  7 

Refuse  Disposal  2 

Rats  and  Mice  419 

Schools  — 

Miscellaneous  Sanitary  Visits  117 

HOUSING. 

Nature  of  Visit  or  Inspection.  No.  of  Visits. 

Under  Public  Health  Acts. 

Number  of  houses  inspected  31 

Visits  paid  to  above  houses  36 


Under  Housing  Acts. 

Number  of  houses  inspected 
Visits  paid  to  above  houses 


f 
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Overcrowding. 

Number  of  houses  inspected  14 

Visits  paid  to  above  houses  14 

Verminous  Premises. 

Number  of  houses  inspected  4 

Visits  paid  to  above  houses  4 

Miscellaneous  housing  visits  167 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Inquiries  in  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  16 

Miscellaneous  Infectious  Disease  Visits  — 

No.  of  rooms  disinfected  21 

No.  of  times  Steam  Disinfector  used  — 

MEAT  AND  FOOD  INSPECTION. 

Inspection  of  Meat  and  Meat  Shops. 

Nature  of  Visit  or  Inspection.  No.  of  Visits. 

No.  of  Slaughterhouses  in  area  1 

No.  of  Slaughterhouses  visited  1 

No.  of  visits  made  to  above  Slaughterhouse  180 

No.  of  visits  to  butchers  9 

No.  of  visits  to  Shops  and  Stalls  120 

Foodstuffs  condemned  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  at  Shops,  etc. 
(excluding  the  Slaughterhouse)  : 

Tinned  Vegetable  Products  300  tins 

Tinned  Fruit  Products  702  tins 

Tinned  Meat  Products  411  tins 

Tinned  Milk  Products  141  tins 

Tinned  Fish  Products  76  tins 

Chocolate  Wholemeal  Biscuits  12  doz.  packets 

Wafers  24  doz.  packets 

Vita  Wheat  1 doz.  packets 

Glencarry  Biscuits  3|  doz.  packets 

Cream  Crackers  17  doz.  packets 

Biscuits  15  doz.  packets 

Water  Biscuits  3J  doz.  packets 

Marshmallows  24  doz.  packets 

Penguins  24  doz.  packets 

Dates  80  packets 

Figs  22  packets 

Sponge  Mixture  33  packets 

Blancmange  72  packets 

Grapes  384  lbs. 

Cooking  Fat  17  lbs. 
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Raisins  56  lbs. 

Bacon  56  lbs. 

Ham  991  lbs. 

Savoys  1,500  lbs.. 

Cheese  377  lbs. 

Margarine  292  lbs. 

Prunes  84  lbs. 

Mushrooms  12  lbs.. 

Fruit  Puddings  78 

Ice  Cream  Premises  : 

No.  of  visits  for  purposes  of  inspection  and 

sampling  27 

Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949: 

No.  of  retail  purveyors  in  area  10 

NOTICES  SERVED. 

Under  the  Housing  Acts. 

No.  of  informal  notices  served  Nil- 

No.  of  informal  notices  complied  with  Nil. 

No.  of  formal  notices  served  Nil. 

No.  of  formal  notices  complied  with  Nil. 

Under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 

No.  of  informal  notices  served  16 

No.  of  informal  notices  complied  with  11 

No.  of  formal  notices  served  5 

No.  of  formal  notices  complied  with  5 

HOUSING. 

1.  Inspection  of  dwelling  houses  during  the  year. 

Nature  of  Visit  or  Inspection.  No.  of  Visits. 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected 

for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health 
or  Housing  Acts)  103 

(b)  Number  of  Inspections  made  for  the  purpose  103 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  (Con- 
solidated) Regulations,  1925  30 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  30 


Nature  of  Visit  or  Inspection.  No.  of  Visits. 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a state 
so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 

for  human  habitation  5 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  to  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respect  reasonably  fit  for 
human  habitation  16 

2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  Service  of  formal 

Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  local 
authority  or  their  officers  1 1 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year. 

A. - — Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  Nil. 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were 
rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  by  owners  Nil. 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

owners  Nil. 

B.  — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  16 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  by  owners  5 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

owners  Nil. 

C.  — Proceedings  under  Section  II  and  13  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  Nil. 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  Nil. 
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Nature  of  Visit  or  Inspection.  No.  of  Visits. 

D. — Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 

ground rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  made  Nil. 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 

ground rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  determined,  the  tenement  or 
rooms  having  been  rendered  fit  NiL 

4.  Housing  Act,  1936 — Part  IV. — Overcrowding. 

(a)  (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the 

end  of  the  year  147 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  162 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  464 

(b)  (i)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding 

reported  during  the  year  21 

(ii)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  10 
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CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED. 


Cattle, 

including 

Cows. 

Calves. 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs. 

Pigs. 

Number  killed,  if  known  (a)  \ 

(b)/ 

434 

1469 

1973 

4442 

1722 

9555 

461 

1443 

Number  inspected  (a) 

(b )/ 

434 

1469 

1973 

4442 

1722 

9555 

461 

1443 

ALL  DISEASES  EXCEPT 
TUBERCULOSIS. 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

35 

97 

61 

9 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

803 

27 

498 

27 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  T.B. 

44.03% 

2.34% 

4.95% 

1.73% 

TUBERCULOSIS  ONLY. 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

19 

— 

— 

— 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

174 

— 

— 

16 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
T.B.  

10.14% 

— 

— 

0.84% 

. 

(a)  Number  killed  and  inspected  prior  to  decontrol  of  meat  in  July. 

(b)  Number  killed  and  inspected  following  decontrol  of  meat  in  July. 


Until  the  decontrol  of  meat  in  July  the  Sanitary  Inspectors 
employed  by  the  Rural  District  Council  assisted  in  the  inspection 
of  meat  at  the  Borough  Slaughterhouse. 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACTS,  1938-1950 

Mr.  D.  R.  Watkins,  Chief  Inspector  with  the  County  Council,  has 
submitted  the  following  report  on  work  done  within  the  Borough 
of  Carmarthen  : — 

Total  number  of  samples  procured  for  examination  and  analysis — 
119. 


Milk 

Official  samples  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  : 

Number  found  to  comply  with  the  prescribed  standards 34 

Number  containing  Added  Water  2 

Number  deficient  in  Butter-Fat  content  7 

Total  43 


Legal  action  was  taken  against  the  supplier  of  the  two  samples 
containing  added  water  and  fines  and  costs  totalling  £14  4s.  Od.  were 
imposed  by  the  Justices.  The  milk  was  delivered  to  a creamery  in 
the  area  and  both  samples  contained  8%  added  water. 

Thorough  investigations  were  made  in  respect  of  the  samples 
deficient  in  Butter-Fat  and  after  careful  consideration  of  all  the 
circumstances  it  was  considered  inadvisable  to  institute  legal 
proceedings  against  any  of  the  suppliers.  The  deficiences  varied 
between  4%  and  14%. 

Informal  samples  of  milk  tested  at  this  office  : 


Number  found  satisfactory 18 

Slightly  deficient  in  Butter-Fat  1 

Total  19 


These  samples  were  taken  at  schools,  school  kitchens,  hospitals, 
canteens  and  dairies. 


Miscellaneous  Articles  of  Food  and  Drugs 

Number  of  samples  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  34 

Number  reported  to  be  satisfactory 29 

Number  reported  to  be  unsatisfactory  5 


Three  of  the  unsatisfactory  samples  were  sweets  in  the  description 
of  which  the  word  “ Butter  ” was  used.  The  Butter-Fat  content 
of  these  sweets  was  considerably  less  than  the  minimum  required 
in  such  sweets.  Legal  proceedings  were  taken  against  the  manu- 
facturers and  fines  and  costs  totalling  £12  3s.  Od.  were  imposed. 

A sample  of  Ice-Cream  was  found  to  be  17%  deficient  in  Fat. 
The  manufacturer  was  prosecuted  and  was  ordered  to  pay  a fine  of 
£5  and  costs  of  £1  15s.  Od. 
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A sample  of  Pork  Sausages  was  found  to  contain  62.6%  of  Meat 
whereas  the  minimum  Meat  content  should  be  65%.  The  manu- 
facturers were  warned. 

The  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised  Milk) 

Regulations,  1949-1953 

A licence  has  been  granted  by  the  County  Council  in  respect 
of  the  creamery  in  the  area  authorising  the  sale  of  “ Pasteurised 
Milk.”  This  creamery  was  visited  regularly  and  on  no  occasion  was 
any  serious  infringement  detected  of  the  conditions  subject  to 
which  the  licence  was  granted.  Twenty-three  samples  of 
“ Pasteurised  Milk  ” were  taken  at  this  creamery  and  the  reports 
received  from  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  on  these  samples  were 
all  satisfactory. 

AMOUNT  OF  SHIPPING  ENTERING  THE  PORT 
SANITARY  DISTRICT  DURING  THE  YEAR  1954. 

There  is  nothing  to  report  under  any  of  the  headings. 


* 


. 


